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GENESIS 1-11 STUDY GUIDE

1.     Genesis 1: 1—2:4a is an ancient myth or story that has been crafted into a narrative to make theological sense.
a. 

How does God create?

God created heaven and earth, where the earth had no shape. He creates by saying the words let there be in this story. Every creation was made on its own within seven days.

b. 

Are seven days significant?  

The seven days are significant because they show how God was organized in creation. The whole creation is shown according to the week's days, which implies the division of labor.

c. What evidence do you find for evolutionary theory in this account of creation?

This account of creation can be connected with the evolutionary theory about the presence of day and night, light and darkness.

d. What ethical obligations does God give to the human race in this story?

The human race is obliged to make decisions and continue with creation by taking care of the environment. Human beings were also obliged to multiply and be fruitful. God provided the human race with resources to benefit them. 

e. What is the end of the creation story?

God rested on the final day (the seventh day) when He fished the creation works. He also blessed and sanctified the final day.

2.     Genesis 2:4b-25 is a different story that continues the rest of the narrative.

a. 

How does God create in this story?

In this story, God creates everything with His efforts. He does not use words like in the first story of creation. God creates heaven and earth.

b. 

What is the view of God who creates?

God is working hard on his creation. He noticed everything that was missing, created it and put it in place.

c. Does creating the man first mean that the man is superior to the woman? 

What is the relationship between the two?

God creating man first does not imply superiority. Both man and woman are equal before God. The woman was created later by God for companionship and partnership with the man in life. 

d. What ethical commandments does God give to Adam and Eve?

God commanded Adam and Eve to eat all the trees in the garden but not the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve were also commanded to .name the animals and birds.

e. There are many myths to explain the world in this passage. What are a few myths or stories to explain the world? 

The myth from this story is that the heave and earth were created out of nothing. God made things out of nothing, such as growing herbs. God also watered the earth with a mist. God could have created a woman out of the soil instead of the man’s ribs. The woman was created using only one rib from the man.

3.     Genesis 3-11 introduces freedom into the world of the first human beings. Yet human beings can use their freedom to choose to go against God's plan and will.
a. 

How does the snake trick Adam and Eve?

The serpent cheated Adam and Eve that they would not die if they eat fruit from the forbidden tree in the middle of the garden. The serpent tricked them into breaking the command and they would become gods.

b. 

How do they respond after they have been tricked?

Eve saw that the fruits from the tree were pleasant and good to be eaten. Adam and Eve go ahead and eat fruit from the forbidden tree. 

c. What is the result of the continuing choice of sin?

Their eyes opened and they realized that they were naked. Death was passed as a way of punishment for disobedience. 

4. 

Write down one question you have after reading this chapter . . . . 

Why did God create the forbidden tree if He did not want Adam and Eve to eat fruit from it?

